ABSTRACT
 PATIENT 
DROP-OUT
In most clinical trials, patients are followed while receiving the study treatment and continue to be followed if they are taken off treatment until the study closes. Usually, the frequency of patient visits and the types of assessment decrease when patients are off treatment but still followed in the study. There are two approaches to analysis. An "explanatory" analysis uses data collected only while patients are receiving treatment. The objective is to determine true treatment differences under perfect compliance. In contrast, a "pragmatic" analysis uses all data collected from patients who are both on and off treatment. This approach is closer to an "intent-to-treat" or "real-life" approach, assessing the treatment differences when applied to a population that practices imperfect compliance. A 
